Thursday, January 8, 1987 


TO: The Hon. Pat Russell, Council President 
Sixth Council District 
Room 260-City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA # 90012 


Subject: PROGRAM TO IMPROVE SECURITY, REPLACE TIDE GATE AND 
TO RESTORE GENERAL USAGE OF DEL REY LAGOON PARK 


Dear Council President Pat Russell, 
Again, Del Rey Lagoon Park area urgently needs your attention and help. 


We are addressing both the immediate needs for improved nightime security 
and for restoration of the function of Del Rey Lagoon Park, including Sabot 
sailing and canoe instruction by the Recreation and Parks Department. And, 
we are addressing the longer-range needs for land acquisition and for a major 
dredging of the Lagoon, itself. 


For benefit of the many thousands of the general public who each year use 
and enjoy surroundings of Del Rey Lagoon Park and its recreation facilities 
during the daytime hours and for the safety and nighttime security of hundreds 
of residents who live in the homes, condos and apartments which immediately 
surround the Lagoon, we are requesting your support of the following: 


Of Immediate Need 


1. Replace the Tide Gate and repair, if needed, the drainage system to 
La Ballona Creek Flood Control Channel and, 

2. Request that the Recreation and Parks Department re-establish a regular 
schedule for operating the new tide gate to maintain reasonably-fresh 
supply of salt water in the Lagoon. 

3. Install adequate security lighting surrounding the entire park and 
parking areas and, 

4. Request that the Pacific Division Police officers nightly enforce the 
existing ordinances requiring park and parking area closure curfew at 
10:30 p.m., including the no overnight camping regulation. 


At the request of your Council Aide, Kathy Martin, please find enclosed 
"support materials," offered (through your offices) to City Park Department 
engineers to help them facilitate proper replacement of the tide gate: 


A. Complete catalogs recently obtained from two U.S. manufacturers of flap 
and TIDE GATES and, 

B. Two COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS, taken 19 years ago, of the concrete box housing 
to which the tide gate is attached. This was installed circa. 1967-1968. In 
the same time-frame, the bottom of the Lagoon was last "dredged," by using 
bulldozers and many trucks to haul away the material. 


(MORE ) 
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Near Future Need 


1. Acquire all property peripheral to the northern end of Del Rey Lagoon 
nearest Ballona Creek Flood Control Channel for completion of the park 
boundaries and proper control of the tide gate. 

2. Dredge the entire lagoon bottom, removing some 20 years of muck -- now 
two to three feet deep -- and restore the Lagoon waters and its sandy 
perimeter to original beauty and cleanliness. 


Suggestions to accomplish 


PROPERTY -- A segment of "Back Bay Place," deeded as a public land 
"walkway" along the west side of the Lagoon on the original plot plan of Playa 
del Rey Townsite back in 1902 is part of the area to be utilized. This now 
highly-valuable public land, along with the Hughes Properties-owned "C"-shaped 
northern-tip of the Lagoon is the logical expansion and completion of the 
park. The "C"-shaped Hughes parcel might be acquired in lieu of Quimby funds 
(developer's requirements to accommodate public parks) which could partially 
satisfy the Summa Corp. Quimby fund obligations. 


DREDGING -- During the Nov. 18, 1986 public meeting in your Westchester 
Offices, the National Audubon Spociety identified Howard Hughes' Properties 
as willing to accept the dredge materials as "fill" from the various dredging 
improvements of the salt water marsh drainages scheduled for the adjacent 
Ballona Wetlands Bird Sanctuary. Action is expected in about 18 months. 

The same disposal area allotted to the Audubon Society could be requested 
to be made available to accept dredge material from the Del Rey Lagoon... An 
ideal "Community Plus" public relations gesture by Summa Corp. 

By COORDINATION of both dredging contracts, perhaps utilizing the same 
contractor and the same dredge removal piping and dredge equipment, it could 
achieve a substantial SAVINGS for the Los Angeles Park Department's cost to 
clean up the Lagoon. Bidding for both projects would be more attractive. 


ENCLOSED additional "support materials" for the above are: 


A. A list of 14 nationally-qualified dredging firms, most of which use 
ocean-going equipment and specialize in dredging major harbors, marinas 
and large channels. This list provided by the U.S. Corps of Engineers. 

B. Specifications on "Mini-Goat and "Billy-Goat" (smal1) dredge equipment 
which might best be utilized in BOTH the Ballona Wetlands "surgical" 
dredging project and in the Del Rey Lagoon effort. 

C. A COLOR PHOTOGRAPH, taken about 19 years ago, during the first "dredge" 
efforts at Del Rey Lagoon when, not one, but TWO bulldozers virtually 
"sunk" into the lagoon muck, and had to be rescued by a third, larger, 
bulldozer ... suggesting that the amount of material removed during 
this first 1967-1968 effort was insufficient... 


Most Sincerely, 
CC -- Eric Metz, Project Manager 
National Audubon Society, 555 Audubon Place Ct On Kranch— 
Sacramento, CA # 95825 
Robert A. Krauch, 
Bob Morrison, Vice President 6627 Esplanade, 
Howard Hughes Properties, P.0. Box 9000 26-year resident 
Marina del Rey, CA # 90295 Playa del Rey 
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